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WHAT IS THE AZBCA?

The Arizona Baseball Coaches Association (AzBCA) is committed to advancing coaching
expertise by offering professional development through our annual clinic, packed with valuable
training and resources. We create opportunities for coaches to connect, collaborate, and build
lasting relationships within the community. Members gain access to shared resources, including
drills, strategies, and player development insights, along with the chance to vote for and
participate in AzBCA all-star games. Ultimately, we are dedicated to fostering a strong,
supportive community that promotes the growth of both baseball coaches and the sport.

COACH SPOTLIGHT

Hall of Fame Coach Woods: Building a Legacy at
Hamilton High School

A Pivotal Moment in a Legendary Career

When reflecting on his long and storied career, Hall of Fame Coach Woods, head
baseball coach at Hamilton High School, recalls one defining moment that shaped
the trajectory of the program. It was the 2003 state semifinals against Brophy College
Prep, and Hamilton was trailing by seven runs in the bottom of the seventh inning. In
a remarkable turn of events, the team staged a comeback that not only secured a
victory but also laid the foundation for what would become a dynasty. "The kids went
crazy," Woods recalls. "It was a Thursday, and we played Horizon on Saturday—a
loaded Horizon team. We were the underdogs, but we beat them to win the state
championship. That run started everything and made it all real. Winning became a
reality after that, and it made future success possible. That was a pivotal year for us."
Despite having a stronger team in 2002, Hamilton fell short in the semifinals. But in
2003, with a scrappy, determined squad, they captured their first state title. The win
solidified Hamilton's place as a baseball powerhouse, and the following year, with
much of the same roster, they won another state championship. Woods credits that
2003 season with giving the community a reason to believe in the program, setting
the stage for future success.

Fostering a Winning Mentality and Culture

Success didn't come solely from the talent on the field; it was built on a strong culture
of belief and hard work. According to Woods, one of the keys to Hamilton's sustained
success is getting players to care deeply about high school baseball and believe in the
program. "Winning breeds belief," Woods explains. "When you're winning, it's easier
to get kids to buy in. The winning culture spreads, and winning becomes an
expectation. Once the players believe, it's easier to maintain success, and that belief
stays alive."

This belief has been handed down from generation to generation, creating a culture
where players don't just compete for themselves—they compete for the legacy of
those who came before them.

Balancing Individual Talent with Team Success

A critical aspect of Woods' coaching philosophy is finding the balance between
nurturing individual talent and fostering team unity.

"Good players want to play with good players," Woods notes. "We've been successful
because we've had talented players, but it's also about relationships. As a coach, you
need to build strong relationships with all your players, especially the top ones, and
get them to be role models."

Hamilton's players are expected to dedicate themselves to the program year-round,
with practices four times a week and a baseball class to keep them sharp. Woods
emphasizes the importance of playing the best teams to become the best, a
philosophy that has kept Hamilton at the top of high school baseball for years.
Advice for Aspiring Coaches

For young coaches who aspire to build their own legacy in high school sports, Woods
offers straightforward but profound advice: "Put the time in."

Woods knows firsthand the dedication required to build a successful program.
"You've got to stick to your principles, whatever they are," he says. "Be true to yourself
and stay committed. That's what it takes to build something lasting."

As Coach Woods reflects on his career, it's clear that his legacy at Hamilton High
School is one of hard work, belief, and a culture of winning. His commitment to
excellence has not only brought championships but also instilled a lasting pride in the
community—a legacy that will continue long after he hangs up his coaching hat.

AZBCA CLINIC
December 14, 2024

Please register online to secure your spot. This year's lineup of
speakers is packed with talent. The event will take place at
Westwood High School from 8 AM to 4 PM. Here is the temporary
registration link: https://forms.gle/FkfUawFVKECxzHKs6

AZBCA ALL-STAR GAME
Nominations and Voting

All-Star voting will be conducted through our online nomination
form, which will be available at the end of the season in April. Teams
will be chosen by the regional representative during the All-State
Meeting in early May.

The All-State voting will take place at Apollo High School on Sunday,
May 4th.

AZBCA PRESIDENT
A message from Garye LaFevers

The Arizona Baseball Coaches Association (AzBCA) was founded in
the fall of 1997 with a mission to elevate and promote high school
baseball across our state. Our membership runs from September 1st
through August 31st each year and includes the added benefit of
dual membership with the National High School Baseball Coaches
Association (NHSBCA).

One of the key perks of this dual membership is the $1 million
liability insurance provided by the NHSBCA, ensuring peace of mind
for our members as they dedicate themselves to coaching and
developing young talent.

It has been an incredible honor to lead this organization, and | am
genuinely excited to embark on another thrilling year of baseball
with all of you. Here's to a new season full of growth, success, and
passion for the game!

YOUR AZBCA BOARD

Executive Board of Directors

President - Garye LaFevers (Retired)

Vice President - Tom Succow (Yavapai)
Secretary - Cody Brassfield (CGCQ)
Northern Arizona Rep- Art Griffith (Retired)

Board of Directors AZBCA WEBSITE
Central Arizona Rep - Stan Luketich (CDS)

Clinics - JR Langston (Westwood) Coming Soon

All-Star Games - Phillip Miglio (Tonopah Valley) Soon you can check out our
All-Star Games - Nick Swanson (Canyon View) new website! We've
Fundraising - Eric Godrey (Retired) updated all features,

Hall of Fame - Mike Woods (Hamilton) including the ability to pay

for your membership and

Membership - Jerod Aker (Apollo) clinic online. Plus. we've

Special Assistant to Executive Board - Ron Davini introduced a blog where
Southern Arizona Rep - Fred Trujillo (Benson) K : 5

: you can ask questions about
Team Arizona - Matt Denny (Casteel) membership, All-Star
Team Arizona - Scott Richardson (Tolleson) games, and more.
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